THE   ARMY   OF   OCCUPATION

sub-lieutenant in the company of a prostitute, had been
attacked by the owner of a low gambling den for not
paying his debts.

Though the French have been reduced to the barest
necessities, the same cannot be said of the Germans,
whether military or civilians. The food coupons allotted
to them are three times the value of those issued to the
French. As for clothing coupons, they can obtain as many
as they wish on demand.

By the terms of the armistice France has to pay a daily
tribute of 400,000,000 francs for the upkeep of the army
of occupation. What was certainly not provided for in
the armistice wTas the upkeep of men from the Eastern
front being rested in France, like the regiment I saw being
re-formed at Montmorency, near Paris.

Since the Russian campaign, unmarried soldiers are no
longer allowed to go to Germany on leave. There are
several reasons for this, of which the foremost are the
critical transport problem, R.A.F. raids, and the lowered
morale of men returning from home leave. The unmarried
men must find such pleasures as they may with the girl
secretaries and telephonists. If children result, the Reich
bears all expenses and takes charge of the offspring. A
woman's duty is to bear children. A man's duty is to
fight.

The army of occupation does not find life entirely a
bed of roses. The much vaunted morale of the Germans
has suffered some heavy blows. For evidence there is an
incident which happened at the cemetery in Thiais
(Seine).

One day a number of closed German lorries drove into
the cemetery, and the keepers were promptly ordered to
clear the place of visitors. German soldiers climbed down
from the lorries and dug a deep pit in a far corner of the
burial-ground. Thirteen soldiers were then lined up
against a wall and machine-gunned.

That a man's brain may sometimes give way is not
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